
I remember writing one particular From
the Desk of the Town Manager piece
many years ago. I was celebrating my
first anniversary as Woodside’s Town
Manager and I recounted in the piece
how gorgeous my first glimpse of
Woodside was every morning as I made
my way to Town Hall. I still enjoy that
first glimpse, all these years later. While
there are things that have changed in the
eighteen plus years I’ve been here, the
essence and beauty of the Town is large-
ly the same. The hills, the trees, the
meadows, the stables, the fog as it curls
over the top of the ridges are all a part of
the Town’s signature. Woodside is a very
special place and I have come to appre-
ciate that specialness more over the
years. I’m sure that I’ll miss that first
morning glimpse and all it represents
come next January. In the meantime, 
I’m soaking up every day and working
hard with the Town Council to get a few
things done before the next Town
Manager takes the reins in early 2012.

General Plan
We are still hard at work on updating the 
Town’s General Plan, something I’ve
shared in past editions of The Woodsider.
Thus far, over two years of effort have
gone into the update process, with count-
less public meetings and a significant
investment of volunteer time from the ad
hoc General Plan Task Force, the Town’s
many standing committees, and the
Town Council itself. We have recently
started the State-mandated environmen-
tal review process and are having the
draft General Plan peer reviewed to
ensure it is in compliance with all cur-
rent State General Plan law. The
Planning Commission is in the process
of holding three Study Sessions on the
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draft plan. Once the environmental and
peer review project is completed, public
hearings before the Planning
Commission and then the Town Council
will be advertised and held. The General
Plan may be before the Planning
Commission in final draft form as early
as December. In any event, our target is
for adoption of the document by the
Town Council early next year. We have
kept the Town’s website posted with 
current versions of the draft Plan. This 
is an important undertaking and because
updating a General Plan is not a minor
project, it is not unusual for decades to
pass without updates occurring. Our
General Plan was last updated in 1988.
It lays out the goals and values of the
community in terms of the stewardship
of the lands that comprise Woodside,
both public and private. It sets forth
policies that serve as the basis for local
rules and regulations. It also includes
action items for the Town government
and the community at large to undertake
in support of implementing the goals and
policies. We’re bringing Woodside’s
General Plan into the 21st century with-
out abandoning the longstanding values
of the Town. Take a look on line if you
have a chance, or come by Town Hall to
see a hard copy of the latest draft.

Design Guidelines
We are also working to revise and 
update the Town’s Residential Design
Guidelines, which provide direction for
those who are planning a building proj-
ect within the Town. A six-member ad
hoc subcommittee has been appointed by
the Town Council to work with staff on
this project. The Subcommittee includes
Councilmembers Peter Mason and Anne
Kasten, Planning Commissioners Adolph

Rosekrans and Diane Elder, and
Architectural and Site Review Board
Members Barbara Hoskinson and Thalia
Lubin. The new guidelines will address
more than just the design of proposed
structures. They will walk people
through the full process, including site
planning, green building considerations,
fire safety issues, fencing, and landscap-
ing. The subcommittee will have met
five times by the time you read this edi-
tion of The Woodsider. Meetings are all
open to the public and are noticed at
Town Hall, the library, and Roberts.
There is also a section on the Town’s
website that includes meeting notices
and materials, if you’re interested. You
can get on a mailing list for meeting
packets by contacting Town Hall.

Woodsidetown.org
I mentioned in my last message to you 
that the Town planned to undertake a
major overhaul and redesign of the
Town’s website. The staff issued a
Request for Proposals in order to engage
the services of a consulting firm to assist
with this project. We received twenty-
one responses and in April, the Town
Council selected aHa! Consulting, Inc.
to complete this project for the Town.
The Town Council also appointed
Councilmembers Burow and Gordon to
serve on an ad hoc committee to work
with staff on the redesign project. The
committee’s ranks were increased by the
addition of two veteran citizen volun-
teers: Former Mayor and Council-mem-
ber Perry Vartanian and long-time
Bicycle Committee member Millo Fenzi.
Everything has been proceeding on
schedule and if all goes according to
plan, the new website should be up and
running by late September or early 

(continued on back page)

FFrroomm  tthhee  DDeesskk  ooff  tthhee
Town Manager



Join your friends and neighbors for the 5th biennial Woodside Barn Dance at
NCEFT – 880 Runnymede Road.

Games & festivities begin at 3 p.m. The event
includes a BBQ, dance, country carnival, carriage
rides, pony carousel, petting zoo, fire engine rides,
animal parade, games and more! 

Tickets are $35 for adults, $20 for children and
$110 for a family  (2 adults/3 children under 14.)
Call for information or to order tickets:
650-851-3534. 

NNoovveemmbbeerr
2 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
7 ASRB, 4:30 p.m.
8 Election Day, Town Council 

cancelled 
11 Holiday, Town Offices Closed
16 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
21 ASRB, 4:30 p.m.
22 Town Council, 7:30 p.m.
24-25 Holiday, Town Offices Closed

WWooooddssiiddee  
Recreation Committee

DDeecceemmbbeerr

For information on events and activities or 
to register for classes, call the registrar at
650-851-3534.
Visit our website: www.woodsiderec.com

All meetings are held in Independence
Hall unless otherwise noted.

5 ASRB, 4:30 p.m.
7 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m
13 Town Council, 7:30 p.m.
19 ASRB, 4:30 p.m.
21 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
26-1/2 Holiday, Town Offices Closed

For updates on schedules,
current issues, agendas and 
other information, visit 
us online at:    
www.woodsidetown.org

CLASSES
Classes run year round at Independence Hall and Woodside
Village Church. 

Woodside Clean-Up Day
Woodside School

Sat. Nov. 5 ~ 8 to 11 a.m.

Proof of residency is required. Come
early — event may end before 11 a.m. 
if trucks are full. For a list of accept-
able/non-acceptable materials, go to
www.greenwaste.com.

OOccttoobbeerr
3 ASRB, 4:30 p.m. 
5 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
11 Town Council, 7:30 p.m.
17 ASRB, 4:30 p.m.
19 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
25 Town Council, 7:30 p.m.

Rummage Sale
Woodside Village Church
Thurs. Oct. 6 & Fri. Oct. 7

Everyone is invited to this popular
semi-annual event, first held in
1937. Great treasures at great prices.
For information, call the church
office at 650-851-1587.

TToowwnn  HHaallll
Calendar

Vote-by-mail ballots
may be brought to Town
Hall. Last day to register
to vote is October 24.

Yoga for Everyone Weekday mornings
Wednesday evenings
Note: Classes are currently filled.
Call to be put on waiting list.

Low Impact Aerobics &
Joyflex Body Toning

Monday and Friday mornings

Woodside  Barn Dance Sat. Oct. 1, 2011

Election ~ Nov. 8, 2011



WWhhaatt’’ss  HHaappppeenniinngg  aatt   tthhee
Woodside Library

Based on James A. Michener's Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel, Tales of the
South Pacific, this musical has
charmed and entertained  audiences
since its Broadway opening in 1949.
The Broadway production won ten
Tony Awards and has since enjoyed
many successful revivals and tours. 
The musical features music by 
Richard Rodgers and lyrics by Oscar
Hammerstein II. 

Pissarro’s People
Friday, November 4, 2-3:30 p.m.
Legion of Honor docent lecture on the
painter, his people and place.  

Drop-in Computer Classes: 
Computer Security 
Saturday, October 22 at 9:30 a.m.

eBooks/eAudiobooks
Saturday, November 19 at 9:30 a.m.

Blogging for Beginners
Saturday, December 3 at 9:30 a.m. 

Paul Vornhagen Quartet
Saturday, October 22 at 3 p.m.
Independence Hall, 2955 Woodside Rd.

Acterra’s High
Energy Homes
(HEH) program 
is a terrific oppor-
tunity for you to

reduce your home energy use via a
free, online assessment tool.  

Using an online analysis of PG&E’s
SmartMeter data, HEH software pro-
vides each resident with a detailed
home energy profile. Depending on
this profile, the software then suggests
how to reduce your energy bills. If the

New Woodside History Museum Exhibit

Days of Grandeur
The Jacklings and Their Woodside Estate

The exhibit, which opens Oct. 9 with 
a preview at the Day of the Horse
event on Oct. 8, presents the history 
of the home built by copper magnate
Daniel Jackling in the 1920s. 

The Museum, 2961 Woodside Road, 
is open Sundays, 1-4 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 650-851-1294 or email 
woodsidehistory@woodsidetown.org.

Native American Craft
Wednesday, November 2, 3:30-5 p.m.
Learn about Miwok and Ohlone hand-
made objects and create your own.
Sign-up required.

Babies & Books Musical Storytimes
Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m.
For infants up to 24 months.

Toddler Time Musical Storytimes
Wednesday mornings at 11:00 a.m.
For children ages 18 to 36 months.
No Storytimes December 14 – January17.

For more information and to sign-up 
for workshops, call 851-0147.

problem is due to high electrical loads,
you receive specific recommendations
for simple, low-cost changes that will
reduce plug loads with minimal impact
on your home operation. 

The program is available to everyone 
in Woodside who meet the following
criteria:

� A SmartMeter is installed and 
operating.

� You do NOT have a solar PVsystem.

Performances will be held at the
Woodside High School Performing
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. October 28-
29 and November 4 and 5 with mati-
nees on Oct. 30 and Nov. 6.

For tickets, call 650-206-9282 or 800-
838-3006 or go online to www.wood-
sidetheatre.org. Group discounts are
available.

Woodside Community Theatre presents SSOOUUTTHH  PPAACCIIFFIICC

� You have lived in your home for 12 
months.

� You are willing to share your 
energy use data for the 12 months 
before and after signing on to the 
program.  

All data will be held confidentially 
via a secure server and access is
restricted to appropriate program staff.
To get started, go to Acterra’s website:
www.acterra.org and click on the
“High Energy Homes” logo.

Plug-in and Make Your Home More Energy Efficient
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TToowwnn  ooff  WWooooddssiiddee

I have three more things to note. First,
make sure to take a look at the enclosed
fliers and then mark your calendars:
Saturday, October 8th is the Day of
the Horse in Woodside. Join the fun
and enjoy the festivities. Second, the
Town still has funds left for the
Defensible Space Matching Fund
Program if you’re planning on doing
some brush/tree clearance and/or trim-
ming work on your property. Grants of
up to $1,000 are available while funds
last. See the Town’s website for details
or call Town Hall at 851-6790. Finally,
the Citizens Emergency Response and
Preparedness Program (CERPP), which
is now 14 years old, needs your help.
CERPP was established in 1997 by Dr.
Mark Campbell, with the able assistance
of a cadre of community members and
the Woodside Fire Protection District.
Its mission is “To encourage, assist, and
coordinate the development of neighbor-
to-neighbor emergency self-help activi-
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ties and their interface with professional
public safety services.” The idea behind
CERPP is that individual neighborhoods
are likely to have to be self-sufficient for
the first 72 hours following an emergency
or disaster and that neighbors helping
neighbors will be the first line of assis-
tance. Is your neighborhood at all organ-
ized? Every residence in Town is
assigned to a CERPP Division. Is your
Division organized? Do you even know
to which Division you are assigned? Can
you help to revitalize CERPP and get
your part of Town ready to respond to a
disaster? Call me please if you can help,
if you have questions, or if you want to
find out more about CERPP and why it’s
a vital part of the community.

That’s about it. I’ll be here at Town Hall
for about another four months. Keep me
busy - feel free to call or e-mail me with
your questions or comments.

Susan George

October. Kevin Bryant, the Assistant
Town Manager, is the staff member
responsible for this project and would be
happy to answer your questions.

Town Manager Recruitment
The Town Council is also involved in
another critical project: the recruitment
of the next Town Manager. Earlier this
year, the Council hired Peckham &
McKenney, an executive recruitment
firm to head up this effort. You can find
contact information for Bobbi Peckham,
who is personally handling the Town’s
recruitment efforts, on the Town’s web-
site, or by e-mailing her at bobbi@peck-
hamandmckenney.com . The application
deadline was mid-August and the Town
Council expects to make an offer to the
top candidate by November, following a
full reference check and backgrounding
process. It is projected that the new
Town Manager’s start date will be in
mid-January of 2012. 


